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A Closer Look at Gun Violence

The Value of Prevention
Each year since 2019, the District has faced an increase in gunshot incidents. However, 
with a focused approach involving the people and placed most frequently impacted by 
gun violence, we can change the trajectory of gun violence in the District.
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Building Blocks DC - $59 Million

Building Blocks DC is a whole-of-government approach to addressing gun violence by focusing on the people 
and places most impacted by gun violence. This $59 million investment includes a comprehensive partnership 
across government including:

Office of the City Administrator
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education

• University of the District of Columbia
• Department of Parks and Recreation
• Department of Employment Services

Office of the Deputy Mayor for Operations and 
Infrastructure

• Department of For-Hire Vehicles
• Department of Energy and the 

Environment
• Department of Public Works
• District Department of Transportation

Office of the Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and 
Justice

• Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services
• Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement
• Department of Corrections
• Offices of Victim Services and Justice Grants
• Office of Returning Citizens Affairs
• Office of Unified Communications

Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services
• Department of Behavioral Health

Assistant City Administrator for Internal Services
• Office of the Chief Technology Officer
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Mayor Bowser’s Proposed Budget Highlights on Reducing Gun Violence
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Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement - $906,000

Expand Credible Contacts – Violence Interruption

Add 52 Violence Interrupters and 11 Case Managers to expand the scope of violence intervention services in Building Blocks DC neighborhoods. 

Pathways Program/Pre-Pathways Participation Incentives

Provide modest incentives to Pathways Program participants and Program candidates to participate in services and achieve self-identified 
milestones such as obtaining legal identification, pursuing education or employment, or maintaining safe and healthy behaviors.

Doubling the Pathways Program
Double the size of the Pathways Program by expanding to a second location to serve four cohorts of 25 participants, each of whom is at risk of 
being involved in gun violence.

Restorative Justice Training
Training for community leaders in Restorative Justice principles and stipends for carrying out Restorative Justice practices

Pathways Champions Teams
Add four outreach positions for Pathways Program graduates to engage residents in Building Blocks DC neighborhoods, connect them with 

services, and activities and assist in developing and achieving neighborhood goals.

Project Empowerment Expansion – Wraparound Services 

Provide wraparound services for Building Blocks DC, Project Empowerment participants (mental health, program coordination, job placement 
services.

Expand Access to Trauma-Informed Mental Health Services
Create new capacity among community partners to provide trauma-informed mental health services in a coordination with violence 
intervention programs and activities. 
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Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services - $700,000

Community Grants
Neighborhood grants to community-based organizations to 
support neighborhood action plans and other community-
based efforts in Building Blocks DC neighborhoods.

Community Mini Grants
Neighborhood micro grants to community members to 
support neighborhood action plans and other community-
based efforts in Building Blocks DC neighborhoods.
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Mayor’s Office on Returning Citizens Affairs - $617,000

Peer Navigators
Hire five successful returning citizens as peer 
navigators to help other returning citizens 
achieve similar outcomes.


